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OPENING QUESTIONS:

What is Media Literacy?

Why is Media Literacy important?

Why is Media Literacy a global issue/priority?
Would you describe yourself as media literate?
What do you think counts as media?

What’s your favorite form of media?




Kahoot!

https:/ /create.kahoot.it /details /media-literacy-kahoot /69087925~
48e1-4fc2-9965-69996e764d8e



What i1s Media Literacy?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIaRw5R6Da4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIaRw5R6Da4
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The Printing Press as an Agent of Change }

Important events enabled by the
printing press:

Protestant Reformation
Renaissance Period
Scientific Enlightenment
Industrial Revolution
American Revolution



https://interestingengineering.com/13-medical-practices-of-the-renaissance-that-are-still-used-today
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/enlightenment

‘ DAILY PRESS & ==

e James Gordon Bennett (1835) established new standards for
journalism by utilizing interviews and observations to add details
to news stories.

e Most importantly, his newspaper was funded by advertisers
instead of political parties that enabled the newspaper to report
stories on corruption and criticize politicians openly.
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THE WATERGATE SCANDAL

e June 17th, 1972 - 5 men broke into the
Democratic National Committee at the
Watergate office revealing Nixon’s illegal
tapping of the DNC’s classified
conversations.

The Watergate Scandal, investigated by Carl
Bernstein and Bob Woodward of the Post,
was a catalyst for public recognition of the
importance of investigative journalism/the
responsibility of the press to check the
powerful.

So what happens when the media is constantly
accused of producing ‘false news’?
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What is perspective?

e (an anyone be free of all effects of their perspective?
e Why is bias different?

e DBias has a negative connotation.

o Bias often comes with the connotation that the writer/media source has
other interests (like U.S. politics). This can mean they are partisan (to \

favor one side/perspective) and not being transparent.




|

The first newspapers in the American colonies helped to facilitate the
American Revolution — meaning they were explicitly against the standing
government (i.e., British rule).

One important function was advertisement for businesses and merchants.

As the early United States independent government developed,
newspapers were dependent upon partisan support and readership.

So at that time, almost all newspapers were partisan.
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“In individuals, bias is the result of predisposition or  EXCUSE ME... YOUR BIAS IS SHOWING

experiences. It distorts the ability to fairly perceive, < iy
remember or weigh evidence. It prevents a person k & N
from reaching a fair or accurate judgment. Media Bias Al \F;_ '/

is a pattern of unfairness or willful inaccuracy over l’ j ’

time by a specific journalist or news outlet. It cannot

be proven by a single isolated incident”. JUSTATAD BIT:LETS RESEARCH



Vocab: Misinformation
& Disinformation )

e Misinformation is spreading incorrect
information,regardless of intent.

e Disinformation is deliberately spreading incorrect or
severely distorted information for ulterior motives.
/ (Can result from being biased!)

P e M for Mistake, D for Decei\_fe




YELLOW JOURNALISM

e Journalism not based on truth or research, uses eye-

catching headlines to sell papers and make a profit.
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“You will furnish the picture, | will furnish the

war”
SPANIARDS SEARCH WOMEN ON AMERICAN STFAMERS

DRAWN WY FREOEAIC WEMINOTON

AN IMAGINARY INCIDENT PICTURED BY FREDERIC REMINGTON 1N
THE NEW YORK JOURNAL

~~~~~~~~~~

' NEW YORK JOURNAL

AND ADVERTISER.

55[] 000 HEWAHH—\«'HO DESTROYED THE MAINE™—§§0,000 REWARD.

A —NTW YOSK THUHSDAY. FEDRCANY 17 1093—10 PAGES

DESTRUCTION OF THE WAR SHIP AINE WAS THE WORK O A ]

$50,000! ;A551stant Secretary Roosevelt!  $50,000!

$50,000 REWARD!; Convinced the Explosion of §$50,000 REWARD!

Forthe Dtection o the ||~ the War Ship Was Not | for th Detectonof the

Perpetrator of
the Maine Outrag

an Accident.

= §The Journal Offers $50.000 Reward for the:
Conviction of the Criminals Who Sent |
258 American Sailors to Their Death.
Naval Officers Unanimous That
the Ship Was Destroyed
on Purpose.

Hidden Mine or a Sunken Torpedo Believed to Hav: Been the Wcapon Used Agms! the American Man-of-War-—QOfficers
and Men Tell Thrilling Stories of Being Blown Into the Air Amid 2 Mas ha‘t:red Steel and Exploding
Shells--Survivors Brought to Key West Scout the Idea of Acd -Spanish Officals Pro-
test Too Much—-Our Cabinet Orders a Searching Ing -Journal Sends
Divers to Havana to Report Upon the Ccrdmon of the Wreck.




MODERN YELLOW JOURNALISM

Web-generated news challenges journalistic norms and mis/disinformation
has powerful new platform.

Cheap Speech and What It Has Done - Richard L. Hasen (UCI School of Law)
Algorithms create news feeds with no regard for accuracy and objectivity,
becoming modern yellow journalism.

Media can be manipulated to serve the interests of powerful people and
organizations.

So consumers must be careful!









2.41 billion monthly active
users

321 million monthly users

1 billion monthly active users

1.3 billion users 300 hours of
video per minute



. . About two-thirds of Americans get news
Social Media as News Sources on social media
% of U.S. adults who get news on social media ...

“About two-thirds of

Americans get news on
social media but most social =
media news consumers Bt o ol e 1 e

eXp e Ct neWS the re tO b e ;' ;(::;a:jlt;a news consumers who say they expect
Inaccurate” -pew Study

\ —— 68% ever get
§ news on
social media

the news they see on social media to be ...

Largely inaccurate Largely accurate

42
https://www.journalism.org/2018/09/10/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-
2018/pj_2018-09-10_social-media-news_o-01/
Note: No answer responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted July 30-Aug. 12, 2018.
“News Use Across Social Media Platforms 20187

PEW RESEARCH CENTER




What are some positive effects of...

e Social media?
e Using social media as a platform
for news?

e The work of good journalists?




Is increased internet access a good thing?

Sub-Saharan African publics largely see growing
internet connectivity as a positive

Sub-Saharan African publics largely see growing
internet connectivity as a positive

Generally, do you think the increasing use of the internet has had a good
influence, a bad influence or no influence at all on ___ in our country?

® Good influence No influence ® Bad influence

Education 79% S%M

The economy

Personsl|
relationships

Note: Percentages are six-country medians based on total sample in Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria,
Senegal, South Africa and Tanzania.
Source: Spring 2017 Global Attitudes Survey. Q74a-e.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Politics

Morality




Skills of Inquiry as Citizens of
a Democracy

e Pay attention to language and
images

e Understand political, economic,
social, and cultural contexts

e Identify an author’s message,
purpose, point-of-view, etc.

e Recognize bias

e Challenge your own perspective




[ What to Look for in a News Article }

Biases: Has this journalist or news outlet demonstrated

a bias in the past? What kind of biases do | have in my
own reading? ANALYZES SOURCES

Transparency: Do the reporters/authors share how they
know what they know, what they don’t know, and why?

Sources: What are the sources? Are they: Independent,
multiple, verifiable, authoritative/informed, & named
(IMVAIN)

Accountability: If applicable, has the author showed
that they are taking responsibility of the trut.hfullness in BECOMES MEDIA LITERATE
a report? Do | have a good handle on the article’s
integrity before sharing it on social media?




Remember!

To be media literate means.,
to be able to access, analyze,
evaluate and create media
in a variety of forms

responsibly.




Discussion/Recap:
e What is Media Literacy?
e Why is Media Literacy important?
~ e Whyis Media Literacy a global issue/priority?
e Would you describe yourself as media literate?
e What counts as media?
e What’s your favorite form of media?

How much time do you thinlf you spend on media?w
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